
 

Residential Builder Licensing 

In Michigan, ensuring that residential construction work is carried out by qualified individuals is 

paramount. The State of Michigan has specific licensing requirements for Residential Builders and 

Maintenance and Alteration Contractors.   

 

Within our community, the City of Sturgis Community Development Department oversees this crucial 

responsibility. The mandate involves ensuring that both residential and commercial structures align 

with Michigan's licensing prerequisites. Particularly, for residential structures comprising one or two-

family dwellings, not exceeding three stories in height, adherence to the licensing criteria outlined in 

the Occupational Code Act 299 of 1980, article 24 is essential. 

 

This framework ensures that the individuals entrusted with these construction projects possess the 

necessary expertise and qualifications to uphold the integrity and safety standards mandated by the 

State. 

 

If you require further clarification or have any inquiries regarding the information shared or the 

specific licensing requirements, we encourage you to reach out to the Community Development 

Department. You can easily contact us at 269-659-7230. Our knowledgeable staff members are ready 

to assist you with any questions you may have regarding licensing requirements for your residential 

construction projects. Your inquiries are important to us, and we are here to provide you with the 

guidance you need. 

 

The ensure ease of access, we’ve compiled the sections regarding residential builder licensing 

requirements and exceptions.  The complete Occupational Code Act 299 of 1980 is provided at the 

link below:  

 

Link:  https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-act-299-of-1980.pdf 
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Article 24 is the residential builder requirement. 
 

Sec. 2403. Notwithstanding article 6, a person may engage in the business of or act in the capacity of 
a residential builder or a residential maintenance and alteration contractor or salesperson in this state 

without a license under this article, if the person is 1 of the following: 
 
(a) An authorized representative of the United States government, this state, or a county, township, 

city, village, or other political subdivision of this state. 
 

(b) An owner of property, with reference to a structure on the property for the owner's own use and 
occupancy. 
 

(c) An owner of rental property, with reference to the maintenance and alteration of that rental 
property. 

 
(d) An officer of a court who is acting within the scope of that office. 
 

(e) A person other than the salesperson that engages solely in the business of performing work and 
services under contract with a residential builder or a residential maintenance and alteration 

contractor that is licensed under this article. 
 

(f) A person that is working on 1 undertaking or project by 1 or more contracts, if the aggregate 
contract price for the labor, material, and any other items for the undertaking or project is less than 
$600.00. The exemption described in this subdivision does not apply if the work of a construction is 

only a part of a larger or major operation, whether undertaken by the same or a different residential 
builder or residential maintenance and alteration contractor, or in which a division of the operation is 

made in contracts of amounts less than $600.00, to evade this act. 
 
(g) An electrical contractor that is licensed under article 7 of the skilled trades regulation act, MCL 

339.5701 to 339.5739. The exemption described in this subdivision applies only to the electrical 
installation, electrical maintenance, or electrical repair work that is performed by the electrical 

contractor. 
 
(h) A plumbing contractor that is licensed under article 11 of the skilled trades regulation act, MCL 

339.6101 to 339.6133. The exemption described in this subdivision applies only to plumbing 
installation, plumbing maintenance, or plumbing repair work that is performed by the plumbing 

contractor. 
 
 (i) A mechanical contractor that is licensed under article 8 of the skilled trades regulation act, 

 MCL 339.5801 to 339.5819. The exemption described in this subdivision applies only to 
 mechanical installation, mechanical maintenance, or mechanical repair work that is performed 

 by the mechanical contractor. 
   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 


